
 

Overview – Phase 1 to Phase 5 
 

*Phase 1 of Letters and Sounds (2007) can be used in Nursery/Pre-School settings before starting ELS in Reception and can still be used throughout the school day in Reception. However, direct 
phonics teaching – the teaching of sounds, graphemes, word reading and vocabulary – must start from the very beginning of Reception.  

**Phase 3 of ELS covers more than just the Phase 3 graphemes – we introduce some challenge from Phase 4 (in the form of adjacent consonants) alongside the Phase 3 teaching to extend children’s 
sounding out and blending skills.  

 



 
 

Term by Term progression 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 



Phonics teaching and learning does not stop at the end of Year 1. As children move onwards through the school, we 
continue to encourage them to draw on their knowledge of phonics as they tackle more complex books and learn to spell 
more sophisticated words. Children who are not secure in their phonics (we are a school with a high percentage of in year 
transfers) are identified early, rigorously assessed to identify their gaps and then follow the ELS programme systematically 
from their starting point. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


