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3rd November 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Reading Books and Reading Records – Strengthening Home-School Partnerships 

 

Reading is a lifelong skill that underpins success across the curriculum and beyond. Developing it early has a 

profound impact on children’s academic achievement, confidence, and wellbeing. The Education Endowment 

Foundation (EEF) highlights that parental engagement can accelerate learning by up to four months, especially 

when families are supported with clear, consistent strategies. 

 

At Southbroom, we are committed to nurturing fluent, 

motivated readers who enjoy books and can apply their reading 

skills independently. To support this, we ask that you listen to 

your child read at home three to four times a week for around 

15 minutes. Sharing books, discussing stories, and modelling 

enjoyment of reading are powerful ways to build motivation 

and deepen understanding. 

 

Our Expectations: 

 

• Children reading Oxford or Raintree Engage Literacy books should read at least three times per week. 

• Children reading ELS phonics books should read at least four times per week. 

• All children will also take home a reading-for-pleasure book alongside their levelled book. This 

supports vocabulary development, emotional connection, and a love of reading. 

• Repeated reading builds fluency, accuracy, and comprehension. As noted in the Reading Framework 

(2023), fluency is a bridge from decoding to understanding, and repeated practice is key. 

 

Reading Records: Evidencing Progress 

 

To help us monitor progress and celebrate effort: 

• Please sign your child’s Reading Record each time you read together, adding a brief comment. 

• Reading Records should be brought to school daily. 

• Books will be changed once the expected number of reads is recorded — three times for 

Oxford/Raintree Engage Literacy books, and four times for ELS phonics books. 

 

Strategies to Support Reading at Home 

 

Here are some simple ways to make reading time purposeful and enjoyable: 

• Model fluent reading: Read a page aloud first, then invite your child to read it back. 

• Use echo reading: Read a sentence aloud and have your child repeat it. 

• Ask questions before, during and after reading: e.g. “What do you think will happen next?” 

• Spot and explain tricky words: Talk about word meanings, root words, and patterns. 

• Celebrate mistakes as learning: Gently correct errors and praise effort. 

• Make reading part of your routine: A regular time and place helps children feel secure. 

• Let them choose their reading-for-pleasure book: This builds ownership and enjoyment. 
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• Use the Reading Record as a conversation tool: Add comments like “read with confidence today” or 

“struggled with longer words but persevered”. 

 

 

These strategies support fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension - all key components of successful reading. 

 

Celebrating Progress 

 

We run a whole-school reading reward scheme. Children receive prizes for completing 30, 60, 90, 120, 150, and 

180 reads. This supports motivation and builds a culture of reading for pleasure, which the Reading 

Framework identifies as a key driver of lifelong literacy. 

 

If you would like further guidance on how to support reading at home, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

We can offer practical strategies, book recommendations, and support tailored to your child’s needs. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. By working together, we can ensure every child flourishes as a reader. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Turnell 

Mrs Turnell   
Reading Lead   
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