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Important Public Health Update 

The World Health Organisation has confirmed that the UK has lost its “measles-free” 

status following a rise in measles cases from autumn 2023 to summer 2024. This means the virus is 

circulating in the UK. 

Why this matters? 

Measles is highly infectious and spreads easily in nurseries, schools and play settings. While most 

children recover well, it can cause serious complications. 

The MMRV vaccine offers the best protection against measles, mumps, rubella and chickenpox 

What you can do now 

1. Check your child’s vaccinations: Look in your child’s Red Book or contact your GP to confirm 

they’ve had both doses. 

2. Book any missed doses: Catch-up is available at any age - contact your GP for an appointment. 

3. Remember the vaccine is free: All eligible children and adults can get the MMRV vaccine on the 

NHS at no cost. 

4. Two doses = strong protection: Two doses provide 99% protection against measles and helps to 

prevent outbreaks. 

Reliable information - links below 

• NHS/UKHSA leaflet: MMR for all: general leaflet - GOV.UK 

• UKHSA blog: MMRV vaccination: a guide for parents and carers - GOV.UK 

• We have updated our Childhood vaccination postcard to reflect MMRV becoming part of the 

routine immunisation schedule. This can be downloaded and ordered for free from the 'Find public 

health resources' website (product code 1265 4691 EN 001).  If you a health professional or work 

for a local authority, you can order up to 500 copies as long as you are registered on the website. 

If you are a member of the public, you will be able to order up to five copies. If you are having any 

trouble ordering, please email  publichealthresources@ukhsa.gov.uk.  

If you have questions about vaccination, your GP or health visitor can help. 
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