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‘We belong, we believe, we flourish.

Year 4 and 5 Curriculum Newsletter — Term 3 2025/26
Welcome back and happy new year! We hope you had a fantastic Christmas and are starting to get back
into the swing of a new term.

Our new topic is a history one — Why is the history of Devizes also the history of England?

As always, we appreciate all the support you provide at home and look forward to working with you to help your children
progress further with their learning.

The Year 4 and 5 Team

Armstrong class: Mr Browne, Miss Williams (TA).

Nightingale class: Mrs Fryer, Ms Scott (TA)

Teaching of Reading and English

Our class reading book will be ‘Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. In order to improve our comprehension skills, we will
be focusing on reading a range of various books when reading for pleasure. In writing, we will continue to learn a
variety of different skills to help improve our writing. In English we are going to write a fantasy narrative based on the
story of the Lost Thing by Shaun Tan. Afterwards we will be reading the book The Man Who Walked Between the
Towers by Mordicai Gerstein and we will be writing a biography.

We will continue to encourage cursive handwriting and look forward to awarding some more handwriting pens
during this term. We would appreciate your support at home by encouraging your child to read daily — colour banded
book and a reading for pleasure book — and record this in their reading record.

Maths

Year 4 — In Maths we will continue our learning in multiplication and division unit, length and perimeter.

Year 5 — In Maths, we will continue to work on fractions and then move onto multiplication and division.

We will continue to learn our times tables so please encourage your child to practise their times tables using the TT
Rockstars app, times tables games and chanting. Year 4s will be bringing home extra times table practice to help
prepare them for the Multiplication Times Table Check in June. Please also encourage your child to read and tell the
time at home at every opportunity using an analogue clock (a clock with hands), compare it to digital times in the 12
hour (am/pm) and 24-hour clocks.

Homework

Daily reading and spelling practise at home is expected. Remember to sign in your child’s home reading record that
you have listened to them read. Rewards will be given to children who complete daily reading and spelling practice at
home so please encourage them to do this.

Please ensure that children bring in their Reading Records every day (Monday — Friday) and Spelling Diaries on
Fridays to help us track how much reading and spelling practise your child is doing at home.

Children can also access Timetables Rockstars online to support with maths skills. The children were given log ins for
this during term 1 and they are stuck in their reading records. Please let us know if your child is missing this login and
we can provide them with these.
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PE

Armstrong class PE days are Tuesday (Swimming) and
Wednesday (Fencing)

Nightingale class PE days are Wednesdays (Fencing) and
Fridays (Badminton)

Please make sure your child(ren) comes to school in the
correct PE kit as lessons will be inside and outside.
Please remove all jewellery on these days and that
children tie up long hair.

Science
This term we will be learning the following units:

Diet, drugs and lifestyle
Global warming and
Plastics and pollution.

Topic

the Bible and Quran.

and identifying different types of clothes.

As mentioned above, the children will be learning all about the history of Devizes. This will include finding out about
the importance of Devizes Castle and Empress Matilda, looking at the trades which form part of the town’s history and
finally, researching how our school house names of Crammer, Wharf, Brittox and Shambles got their names.

In RE, we will be looking at the life of Mohammed and Jesus and in particular, the way in which both religious figures
helped others. We will then look at how Christians and Muslims try to live out their lives according to the stories in

In Art, the children will be looking in detail at the work of the artist SIr Thomas Lawrence 1769- 1830, due to his links
with Devizes. The children will first create their own gallery wall of his work in their sketchbooks. They will move on to
recreating part of a painting by Sir Thomas Lawrence. They will then use sketches school to create a digital self-portrait
the style of Sir Thomas Lawrence. The children will also create a pencil or pen self-portrait and compare it to their
digital version. Finally they will create a heart in the style of his work.

In French, we will be learning new vocabulary about different clothes, using newly learnt words to describe clothing
In Music, we will be learning about Themes and Variations with a focus on Pop Art. The children will learn that in the
Same way that Pop Art is about having one theme and then varying it, the same can be applied to music.

In Computing, we will be creating flat file databases and understanding how this relates to online and technology.

In PSHE, we will explore the unit ‘Dreams and Goals’. The children will set goals for the future and try to understand
that sometimes our goals won’t quite go as planned but that there are ways we can deal with that.
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